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BS8 - “The Cost of Discipleship” – Luke 14:27-33

Following Christ as He Wants to be Followed

Total Devotion ’09 – ‘10

People can express all the right sentiments about Jesus Christ, sing the right songs, go to the right church, and use the right vocabulary, but unless they are living on God’s terms, where He has issued the “ticket” and the right conditions have been met, they will have a Christianity that just won’t work.  They will discover that when they want to “fly,” the ticket will bounce at the check-in desk.  There will be no power in their lives, no consciousness of God, the Bible will remain dry, prayer will be a chore, and no one will ever see a living God being active in their lives.

The terms of Christian living are not up for debate or for negotiation.  I live the Christian life on God’s terms, or I do not live it at all.  Therefore our business is to find out God’s conditions and be very careful to meet them.




(Charles Price, Christ for Real pp 34-35)

In Luke 14:25-33, Jesus sets forth 3 conditions for discipleship.  The first is to love God more than your family and your own life.  The second is to bear your own cross and follow Christ.  And the third is to renounce all for Christ.  During this study we will be spending our time on the second and third conditions.

Bearing Your Own Christ and Following Christ  (Luke 14: 27)

What did Jesus mean when He called his disciples to bear their own cross?  The cross was a common method of execution during the time of Jesus.  Everyone who was with Jesus would have known that Jesus was calling the people to suffer.  What they did not understand or believe was what Jesus would model for them at the end of his earthly ministry by dying on the cross.  And it was not until after the disciples witnessed Jesus’ crucifixion that they began to understand the meaning of Jesus statement in Luke 14:25.  In the same way, if we are to bear the cross, we first need to look at what “bearing the cross” meant to Jesus.  During the message, Mike highlighted five things that “bearing the cross” meant to Jesus.  Let’s take a look at each of these.    

To Jesus, bearing the cross meant self denial
1. Read Matthew 26:36-46.  In this passage we get a glimpse of Jesus’ humanness as He has His last moments in the Garden of Gethsemane.  It is a struggle for Him but He willingly puts God’s will first.  Can you relate with Jesus?  Have you ever been in a situation where God was calling you to put his desires before your own?  How did you respond?

2. What do you think enabled Jesus to deny Himself?  What are some things we can learn from Jesus about denying ourselves?
To Jesus, bearing the cross meant suffering and rejection
3. Read Matthew 27:11-54 focusing on the physical suffering that Jesus went through.  What do you think that would have been like for Jesus? What do you think the hardest part of the physical suffering would have been?
4. When we look at Jesus’ predictions of his death, He makes it clear that He would not only suffer at the end of his life but that we would be rejected.  The passion of Jesus is a rejected Messiah.  Read Mark 14:53-15:32 focusing on the rejection that Jesus went through and make a list of all the different people that rejected Jesus.  Which rejections do you think were the most difficult for Jesus?
5. The idea of suffering and being rejected can be very scary, especially if it has never happened to you.  What do the following verses tell us about how we are to face rejections and suffering?

a. Luke 9:1-6


b. Luke 10:8-12,16

c. Acts 13:44-51

6. Read Matthew 10:24-25, Philippians 1:27-30 and 2 Timothy 3:10-12.  All these verses mention that the Christian should be ready for suffering, rejection and persecution.  Are you ready to face this type of opposition?  How can we prepare ourselves to face these types of trials and tribulations?
To Jesus, bearing the cross meant forgiveness
7. Read Luke 23:26-34 and meditate on Jesus’ forgiveness in this passage.  What are some observations we can make of the way Jesus extends forgiveness to the crowd and to the criminals on the side of Him?

8. In this passage Jesus fulfills his own teachings in Luke 6:27-36 to love your enemies.  He didn’t just talk about forgiveness, He lived it.  Who are some of the people in your life right now that have wronged you?  Are you willing to extend forgiveness to them?  It won’t be easy but if we want to follow Jesus, we need to ask ourselves these questions.
To Jesus, bearing the cross meant joy
Experiencing joy while bearing the cross is not always easy.  Joy can only be experienced if the treasure of our heart is right.  What do the follow verses tell us needs to be treasured by a person to experience joy in bearing the cross? What are some ways that you can cultivate this type of joy?  What promises can we rest on to have this joy?
a. Philippians 3:7-21
b. Hebrews 11:24-26

c. Hebrews 12:1-3

Counting the Cost and Renouncing All for Christ (Luke 14: 28-33)

9. In Luke 14:28-33, Jesus gives two analogies to illustrate the discipleship.  In the first analogy, Jesus likens discipleship to a builder who sits down to count the cost before completing a tower.  When is the last time you sat down and counted the cost to complete something in your life?






10. In the second analogy, Jesus likens discipleship to a king who evaluates his troops and the enemy before going out to war.  Have you ever sat down to evaluate your resources and abilities against a task at hand?  Or maybe strategized about how you were going to accomplish something?






11. During the message we were reminded that analogies are meant to illustrate truth.  When Jesus used these two analogies, He was trying to prove the point that the one who desires to follow after Him must count the cost to be his disciple.  Let’s get personal, what matters to you most right now?  What goes into this “thing” that matters to you?  How much time do you spend on it and how far are you willing to pursue success in this area of your life?

How does this area of your life compare to your walk with the Lord?  Is it getting in the way of your relationship with God?

12. Perhaps you’ve never sat down and counted the cost like a builder or strategized like a king who is going to war.  Take a moment to count the cost and strategize now.  Is there something that God is calling you to give up?  What are your weaknesses?   What are the things that are keeping you from renouncing all and following Jesus the way He wants to be followed?

What steps or strategies can you take in your walk with the Lord?
Coram Deo:   Following Christ as He wants to be followed
When we look at church history, we see that the disciples lived out these commands after they witnessed the death and resurrection of Jesus.  How did they do it?  They simply obeyed.  No questions asked.   When it comes to following Christ, we’ve got to come on His terms even if it means being “different” that the world and “missing out” on the so-called pleasures of this world.
Paul gives us a charge in his letter to the Christians in Rome when he says, “Therefore, I urge you brothers, in view of God’s mercy to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God – this is your spiritual act of worship.  Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you will be about the test and approve what God’s will is – his good, pleasing and perfect will.”  God is looking to raise up a generation that will be sold out for the Him.  If we are going to be a set apart for the Lord, it’s going to cost us.  
Remember, counting the cost is not just a one-time thing but should be a regular part of our faith.  Take a few moments to do business with the Lord.  Surrender your fears and failures and let this be the day that you step out in faith to start following Christ the way He wants to be followed.
I Have Decided to follow Jesus
By S. Sundar Singh

I have decided to follow Jesus;
I have decided to follow Jesus;
I have decided to follow Jesus;
No turning back, no turning back.

The world behind me, the cross before me;
The world behind me, the cross before me;
The world behind me, the cross before me;
No turning back, no turning back.

Though none go with me, still I will follow;
Though none go with me, still I will follow;
Though none go with me, still I will follow;
No turning back, no turning back.

